2009 Missouri State Invitational Tournament

approved: March 7, 2009

Overview:
The 2009 Closed Invitational Championship will be run as a swiss event consisting of only participants who receive invitations to play.  The stated goal is to create an event of approximately 20 people.  Enough to allow most qualified players to participate, while keeping the event small enough to ensure the opportunity for a single winner.

Guidelines:
Invitations will be granted in the following ways:

· Previous Missouri State Champions – State Champions from the past 10 years receive an automatic invitation.

· Denker tournament representative

· Polgar tournament representative

· All Missouri residents rated 2200 USCF and over.

· Missouri Heritage events automatically qualify at least one. (St. Louis Open, The Greater KC Open, M/X Class Champion, Missouri Open Winner)

· Select other tournament winners*

*A qualifying tournament must meet the following standards:

1. Be a minimum of 4 rounds 

2. Game must be G/75 or greater

3. The tournament must require MCA membership

4. Must be held in Missouri

5. Held at least 30 days before the Invitational event

A qualified tournament with full paid attendance of 20-39 grants one spot.

A qualified tournament with full paid attendance of 40-74 grants two spots.

A qualified tournament with full paid attendance of 75+ grants three spots.

Additional Notes:

-TD’s need to contact the Invitational organizer before running the event to confirm it has been identified as able to award a spot.

-In the event of a tie for first place, all players tied, provided they are Missouri residents and haven’t already earned a invitation, will be awarded an invitational spot.

-If a player who as already earned an invitation through a qualifying tournament finishes first in a subsequent qualifying tournament, the invitational spot is NOT passed on to the next player in line.

- A tournament director or organizer may not receive an invitational spot from his/her own event.

- Directors must be members of the MCA, and must require membership from all players in the qualifying events.

