
Missouri Chess Association

Board of Directors Meeting

December 13thth, 2008

The Meeting was called to order at 2:02pm.

Members Present: Ed Baur, Thomas Rehmeier, Bob Howe, Ron Luther, Tim Campbell & Bob Holliman.  Absent: John Wiedner, Bill Wright, & John Sutton.  This constitutes a Quorum.

Next meeting date was set for March 7th @ 2pm.  April 11th will serve as the backup.

The Minutes from the previous meeting were not available to be reviewed as secretary John Weidner was absent.  

Ed Baur gave an abbreviated Treasurer’s report on behalf of Bill Wright.  The account currently stands at $3,039.72. 

Nathaniel Fast presented a copy of the membership report.  The current membership stands at 162 members.  The number is down from the last meeting, but similar to the same time last year, when membership was 167 at last winter Board meeting.

Bulletin Report:  Bob Howe has agreed to stay on as bulletin editor for the next year.  He expressed thanks to those who have contributed to the publication and asked all directors to please continue to contribute.  The current cost of the MCB is around $250.00 per edition, a significant savings over the previous editors costs.

Upcoming tournaments:

Missouri Class Championship:  Bob Howe will be running the Class Championships again this year in Columbia.  The event will be on June 27th-28th at the Best Western Columbia Inn.

The 2009 Missouri Chess Festival:  Thomas Rehmeier has agreed to run the Mo Open as a full Chess Festival again this year.  The Event will be held in September and will consist of the Missouri Open, the Invitational Championship, Quck Championship, Blitz Championship, Bug House Championship, and a scholastic side event.  Bob Holliman made a motion to approve this plan, Ron Luther 2nd, approved unanimously.

The format of the Invitational Event was then discussed.  Bob Howe presented a plan for the event to be run as a small swiss event with invitations given out in several manners.  This proposal was discussed and after some alterations were made.  Bob Holliman made the motion to accept the plan, Tim Campbell 2nd, approval was unanimous.  Mr. Holliman then made the motion that the plan be retroactive back to the Missouri Open in September of 08.  This passed as well.  A full copy of the Invitational plan is attached at the end of these minutes.

Ed Baur reported that the Gateway Chess League was prepared to run the Scholastic Championship and the Denker/Polgar events.  Both will be held at the Captial Plaza Hotel in Jefferson City, on February 28th and March 28th respectively.  

Bob Howe made the motion that the February 28th event, organized by the Gateway Chess League be sanctioned as the Official State Scholastic Championship.  Ron Luther 2nds, Passed unanimously.

Old Business:

1. Terms of Office Proposal.  Bob Holliman presented a proposal to increase Board of Director terms to three years, on a staggered system whereby one director from each region is elected each year.  After further debate, the proposal was altered to changing the terms to two-year terms.  This seemed to have a majority support, but the terms are stated in the organizations bylaws, so could not be changed with a simple motion.  Mr. Holliman stated he would initiate the motion in writing through the MCA secretary as required to alter the bylaws.

2.  Hall of Fame candidates John Ragan and Max Judd were discussed.  Bob Howe motioned to appoint John Ragan to the MCA Hall of Fame, Bob Holliman 2nd, the motion passed.

3.   Ron Luther presented his drafts for a Mission statement and code of conduct for Directors.  These drafts were discussed, with plans for Mr. Luther to edit the original versions and present them again at the next meeting.

4. Tim Campbell reported to the board on his discussions with Mike Clark about complaints received from his recent events.  Mr. Campbell reported that he and Mr. Clark had a productive conversation and he felt the issues brought to Mike’s attention were taken seriously. 

5. A request from former life member David Cole was discussed.  Mr. Cole recently accepted a refund of his life membership dues, but has since recanted and has requested his membership be reinstated and multiple changes he desires be made by the Board.  Mr. Cole desired to have his voting rights returned and expanded so that he could vote in all three regions, among other requests.  After some discussion, no motions were put forward on his issues.

The Meeting is adjourned at 4:23pm.

Respectfully Submitted:

Bob Howe

