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2007 Missouri Championship

Invitational Tournament

Charlie Ward

Overview:

It is proposed that the 2007 Missouri state championship be awarded as the result of a 6-player round-robin invitational tournament, similar to the format to be used in 2006.  Players to be invited to the championship tournament would be the current state champion, plus winners of designated tournaments in Missouri during the preceding year.  If invitees decline invitations to participate, additional players would be selected through criteria established by the Board of the Missouri Chess Association to bring the field to the full six players.

Guidelines:

1. The invitational tournament shall be a five-round round-robin format tournament, with a minimum time control of Game/120 minutes.

2. The current state champion plus the winners of the highest-rated section of the previous year’s Missouri Open Championship and the Master/Expert section of the most recent Missouri Class Championships shall automatically receive invitations.  These two state title events shall be considered automatically qualifying tournaments.

3. Up to three other tournaments in Missouri during the 12 months preceding the invitational may be designated by the MCA Board as qualifying tournaments.  These events must consist of at least five rounds, with a time control of Game/90 minutes or longer.  These events must require MCA membership.

4. A maximum of two of the five qualifying tournaments should be ones held in the St. Louis or the Kansas City areas (defined as a playing site within 25 miles of the city centers) plus a maximum of two held at other locations in Missouri.  (Note that this requirement includes the Missouri Open and Class Championships.)  If a qualifying event cannot be identified in time for one of these areas the Board may select instead a third event in one of the other two areas.

5. The incoming MCA Board, taking office on September 1 of the year preceding the invitational championship, shall designate the three remaining qualifying events, preferably at the first meeting of the new Board or if not as soon as possible thereafter.  If fewer than three tournaments meet the conditions of sections 3 and 4 above and are designated as qualifying events, one month prior to the invitational tournament any remaining openings shall be filled as specified below.

6. In the event that one or more of the invitees decline to participate or fewer than five tournaments have been designated as qualifying events, the full field of six players shall be filled using the following order of selection:

· Players failing to win one of the qualifying events solely due to tie breaks, in order of current USCF ratings.

· Missouri players who have played in at least one USCF-rated tournament in the year preceding the invitational, in order of current USCF ratings.

7. The tournament director of the championship invitational shall be selected by the MCA Board.  The tournament director shall in turn propose for the Board’s approval the cash prizes (if any) and the championship trophies or plaques to be awarded.
