                          7358 Shaftesbury

                          St. Louis, MO  63130

                          email : jandadavies@sbcglobal.net

                          July 8, 2007

 Missouri Chess Association -  Election Commissioner report

 Gentlemen:

          Ballots were counted at the MidAmeri Swiss tournament in Maryland Heights, on Saturday, July 7. The process was witnessed by Maurice Bock, who kept a separate tally.  Enclosed for your inspection are photocopies of our tally sheets, plus a list of members who voted.

          Region 1 : 17 MCA members cast ballots.

          Winners :  Edward Baur         16

                     William H. Wright   16





 John Wiedner        13

          Others receiving votes :

                     Loal Davis           1

                     Jim Davies           1

          Region 2 : 21 MCA members cast ballots.

          Winners :  Bob Holliman        12

                     Joe Conklin         10





 Ken Fee             10

          Others receiving votes :





 Bryon McLaughlin     8

                     Ron Luther           8

                     John Skelton         7

                     Dave Kearns          1

          Region 3 : 26 MCA members cast ballots.

          Winners :  Tim Campbell        22

                     Bob Howe            18

                     Thomas Rehmeier     18                   

          Others receiving votes :





Mike Clark           9

                     Nike Beatty          7

         Irregularities :


    There was one ballot in Region 1 where the voter cut off the top portion, making it difficult to validate the ballot.  The voter did include his return address on his envelope, so I was able to determine the validation number and accept the ballot.

         There were one ballot in Region 3 which had votes for members in the correct region, plus additional votes in other regions.  These ballots were ruled valid, but only the votes in the correct region were counted. 

           As usual, ballots and validations will remain in my possession. In keeping with precedent, any MCA member may view the ballots and other information connected with the election by contacting me.

          Commentary :



Races in both Regions 2 and 3 were hotly contested this year, which contributed to the higher turnout. This is a very healthy sign for the organization.

          I thank Mr. Bock for assisting me, congratulate the winners, and wish all of our elected officers success in your efforts at chess promotion.



A situation has presented itself the past two years, about which I have misgivings. During the nomination period, I have received requests from some candidates to give the names of other candidates on the ballot. While I provided the information, I felt it was unfair to the other candidates not to make the information more widely available. Furthermore I was asked to mention which regions the candidates are in. Although I can make educated guesses, I generally do not have this information until I receive the mailing list after nominations are closed.



I have two suggestions to alleviate these problems next year.  I would ask that each person who submits a nominee verify the nominee's region and send me that information along with the name. In the past, some have done this, while others have not.



Secondly I would like to see a page on our MCA web site devoted to election information. I would be happy to update that page whenever I received nominees so that candidates could consult that page rather than request information from me.



I am concerned that my independence can be compromised if I do not restrict my actions to those required to conduct the election. It is important that I remain impartial, so I ask that candidates respect that in the future I prefer not to give out information unless it is available to all.

                               Sincerely,

                               James A. Davies

                               Election Commissioner

