MCA Board of Director’s Meeting Summary

-- Prepared by Bob Howe --

Meeting date - March 9, 2008.  All Board members were present.

— Minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed and approved with minor changes.

— Treasurer’s Report was presented by Bill Wright and accepted.

— The membership report provided by Membership Chair Wayne Bartlett was reviewed.  Membership has fallen below 200.  Board members believed some reasons for this decline were: 1. less tournaments available  2. Fewer state sanctioned tournaments  3. Conflicts on-going between groups.    The board agreed additional MCA sponsored events and a resolution to on-going conflicts is the best way to build membership.

Tournament Updates:

—This year’s State Scholastic Tournament was reviewed.  The event suffered a financial loss, which is unusual for the popular event.  TD Ed Baur felt multiple factors contributed to the decreased turnout, including changes in the date and location from previous years, an increase in entry fees, and a serious snow storm in the days leading up to the event.  Next year’s event is scheduled to be back in Jefferson City’s Capital Plaza Hotel on February 28th.

Copies of the financial information from the event were requested by Bob Holliman.  Ed Baur, representing the Gateway Chess league agreed to provide those records at the next meeting.  Ken Fee, representing the Kansas City Scholastic Chess Association declined to provide any records, believing the board was not entitled to those records.

—The Gateway Chess League was given responsibility to run the Denker and Polgar Qualifying tournaments. They will be held April 12th, 2008 in Columbia, MO.

—The 2008 Missouri Open will be held at the Best Western Hotel in Columbia Missouri on September 20th-21st.  Thomas Rehmeier will be chief TD for the event, with plans to host scholastic and blitz side events.  The Invitational Tournament will be held under the same format as previous years.  Bob Howe and Bob Holliman will 

present a proposal at the next meeting on expanding the Invitational event in 2009.

—The 2008 Class Championships will be held on June 28th-29th. Bob Howe will TD the event with the same format as last year.

—The Kansas City Open will be held in July, with a three day format planned.  Ken Fee will run the event with no entry fee and a prize fund of $300 donated by corporate sponsors.  MCA membership will be required.

New Business:

—Tim Campbell reported he is continuing to communicate with the Missouri Show Me Games to incorporate chess as an event in that program.  He will report during the next board meeting on the results of his scheduled meeting with the Show Me games organizers.

—Jack Winter’s was nominated to the MCA Hall of Fame.  Ken Fee presented information given to him by Mr. Winter’s family.  The board will review this information and consider his nomination at the next meeting.

—Bill Wright presented information about the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of St. Louis.  The club is slated to open in June of 2008.  The club’s sponsor, Mr. Singquefield, is very interested in promoting chess, particularly for scholastics.  The MCA is willing to facilitate these efforts when we can be of assistance.

—Bill Wright notified the board that World Champion Vishwanathan Anand will be visiting the United States in 2009 and arrangements are being made for him the visit the Chess Club and Scholastic Center of St. Louis.  Ken Fee stated he is also working to secure a stop in Kansas City by Mr. Anand.

—Tim Campbell suggested that the MCA would benefit from greater transparency to its members.  He suggested more detailed financials be available at board meetings and published in the Bulletin.  Bill Wright, MCA treasurer  agreed to provide that information at the next meeting.

—Mr. Campbell proposed the board begin polling MCA members on issues relating to chess in Missouri.  The questionnaire will likely be included as an insert in the MCA bulletin.  A subcommittee was made to develop these questionnaires.  Tim Campbell, Joseph Conklin, and John Wiedner agreed to serve on this committee.

Future meeting dates were set for June 8th, 2008 and September 14th, 2008.

